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Student Guide 

 
Q:  What will the students do to increase their 
vocabulary skills? 
 

 Listen to daily announcements; write the 
daily WIG word and its meaning. 

 Know where to locate the list of WIG words 
on the WHS website. 

 Participate and take notes during discussions 
about the words in their different content 
areas. 

 Participate in games/activities provided in 
classes to help remember the words. 

 Utilize the Visual Thesaurus on the Library 
page in order to learn synonyms. 

 Prepare flash cards to study and quiz with 
other students. 

 
                     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
                     Earl Nightengale, one of the first 
                     people to study the attributes of 
                     successful people, found that “Without  
                     a single exception, those who had scored 
                     highest on the vocabulary test given in 
                     college were in the top income group, 
                     while those who scored the lowest were 
                     in the bottom income group.” 
 

                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
                      Scientist Johnson O’Connor gave a 
                      vocabulary test to executive and  
                      supervisory personnel in 39 large  
                      manufacturing companies.  He found 
                      that in virtually every case, vocabulary 
                      coincided with rank on the executive  
                      ladder.  In other words….a better  
                      vocabulary equals a higher rank. 

 

 
Parent Guide 

 
Q:  How can parents support their child in the 
development of vocabulary skills? 
 

 Every day ask your child about the WIG word of 
the day. 

 Locate the word on the calendar shown on the 
school’s Library page. 

 Utilize the Visual Thesaurus on the school’s Library 
page to discuss synonyms of the daily word. 

 Every day ask your child how he/she used the 
word in two of his/her classes. 

 Talk with your child about how he/she might best 
remember the words and retain their meaning and 
usage. 

 Once each week challenge your family to see how 
many sentences can be created utilizing WIG 
words. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
       “There is a strong, statistical link between a person’s 
         vocabulary knowledge and students’ comprehension 
         ability; and there’s a very strong link between these 
         two and academic success.” 
                   --Nancy Padak, Kent State University 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
          “Helping kids get a handle on what roots mean is 
            going to help them learn the vocabulary of science,  
            social studies, and so on…and really, those root 
            words are labels for concepts.” 
               --Nancy Guth, Stafford County Public Schools 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
           “Having kids work with more challenging texts is all 
            over the [Common Core Standards], and in order to  
            do  that, you have to have the academic vocabulary.” 
                       --Nancy Padak, Kent State University 

 
Teacher Guide 

 
Q:  How do teachers support their students in the 
development of vocabulary skills? 
 

 Teachers acknowledge and address the daily 
WIG word as it might apply to their specific 
content. 

 Teachers post the words in their rooms: 
consistent visual reminders. 

 Teachers talk about the variances in the daily 
word depending on the part of speech.  Talk 
about how meaning can change. 

 Teachers use Marzano’s 6-step guide to 
vocabulary development. 

 Teachers understand where to access the 
complete list of WIG words and other 
vocabulary tools. 

 Teachers can provide activities/games to 
reinforce spelling and meaning. 

 Teachers can provide incentives for students 
who correctly use a content-specific WIG 
word. 

 Teachers will monitor and assess student 
vocabulary growth at specified intervals. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

               “Most of the academic words and 
                 most of the more challenging multisyllabic  

words in English are derived from Latin 
or Greek.  Since Spanish is also a Latin- 
based language, Latin and Greek can be used as a bridge 
to help Spanish-speaking 
students use knowledge of their native language to learn 
English.” 
           --Rasinski, Padak, Newton & Newton 

 



One Book One Westy    
 

Q:  Why do we choose one novel to be read by all 
WHS students? 

 Students will benefit from direct, shared and 
guided instruction while building vocabulary 
and comprehension skills. 

 Students will share the reading experience 
and confirm their understanding through 
small-group discussion. 

 
Q:  How do we accommodate the variety of reading 
levels of our students? 

 The novel is available in a variety of formats 
and reading levels. 

 Students will receive the same story line and 
be exposed to new vocabulary. 

 
Q:  Why do we focus on a specific list of vocabulary 
words? 

 Research shows that a focus on direct and 
embedded vocabulary instruction translates 
to higher student achievement and higher 
test scores. 

 Our Wildly Important Goal (WIG) of 
improving vocabulary is part of our Unified 
Improvement Plan (UIP). 

 
Q:  What is the relationship between “One 
Book….One Westy” and our WIG words? 

 The text of the novel includes many words 
frequently found on the ACT and SAT tests. 

 WIG words are addressed in all classes, 
thereby providing application of a new word 
in a variety of ways. 

Literature provides an efficient, productive, and 
engaging approach to vocabulary and the study of 
words.                                            

 
Evolution of a Process 

 
 We believe vocabulary skills should be 

explicitly taught, consistently reinforced, and 
that growth should be measured. 
 

 Westy has presented a yearly list of 
vocabulary words, one per day, beginning the 
2011-12 school year. 

 Initially, the list of words was compiled from 
content-specific terms provided by each 
content area. 

 The second list was compiled from ACT/SAT 
resources:  words likely to be presented on 
those exams. 

 Each school day a new word, its definition and 
sentences demonstrating its practical usage, 
have been and will continue to be, presented 
via announcements. 

 Students have had multiple connections to the 
words through content area classes and 
Academic Enrichment class. 

 We now feel the need to infuse the following 
into our WIG list: 
(a)  The study and application of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes (Greek words), to 
enable students to evaluate meaning and 
create new words. 

(b) Specific test-taking vocabulary. 
(c) Easily confused and misused words. 
(d) Measurement of vocabulary growth. 
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“Academic vocabulary is one  
of the strongest indicators of 
how well students will learn 

subject area content.” 
              --Guth, Urquhart, Padak 
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